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2. Framework for Successful
Public Spaces Downtown



1. Provide a series of experiences
throughout Downtown.

Fond Du Lac is a diverse community - the offerings
Downtown should reflect that diversity. A variety of
experiences downtown will attract a variety and range of
users. With more things to experience, more people will
be attracted to downtown. Doing so will help create a
lively downtown throughout the day, week, and year.
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Recommendations:

* Promote different character areas throughout Downtown (the
River, Main Street, Hamilton Park, etc)

* Create a variety of experiences throughout the day, week, and

year.



2. Create a Downtown that is easy to
get to and comfortable to get around.

A balanced transportation system that invites pedestrians,
bicyclists, scooters, and transit riders as much as
automobiles is critical to creating a lively Downtown. A
balanced transport system will invite more people into
downtown by adding choice and convenience.

Equally important to getting downtown is the way in
which people move about Downtown from one space

to another. Since these distances tend to be short, this

is typically done on foot, along sidewalks, through alleys,
and between buildings. Special attention should be given
to the ease, clarity, and simplicity of moving throughout
Downtown.

One of the most significant benefits of having a safe,
comfortable, and balanced transportation system is

the presence of more people on the streets. As noted
earlier...people like to be where they see people. therefore
a Downtown that is easy to get to and comfortable to get
around will attract more people.

[ S B U

Recommendations:

* Offer superior biking, pedestrian and transit accommodations
throughout all of Downtown and connecting tot he nearby
neighborhoods.

* Fill the immediate gaps in the bike and ped system downtown

* Look for opportunities to create additional pedestrian / bike
spaces on excessively wide streets.



3. Create more invitations for
people to spend time outdoors
throughout the year.

Programmed spaces where people are invited to spend
time in public spaces tend to perform better because
they attract newcomers to spaces. Programming spaces
create sticky spaces as they lure passerbys into the space
with events, games, play objects, books, music, food or
other offerings. Programming offers the opportunity
to constantly change the flavor and makeup of a spaces
- thereby offering new reasons to come to a space every
day, week, month or season.

Programming throughout the year,even in the winter
months, is particularly important as it allows the City
to redefine the purpose and use of spaces across

the seasons. A calm space in the warm seasons can
become an active space in the cold seasons.
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Recommendations
* Consider an ambassador or public space manager program
that oversees the programming and management of public
spaces.

¢ Creatively brand Downtown public spaces and promote
them and their programming efforts with an ongoing and
coordinated social media campaign.

* Focus on evening events throughout the week to encourage
people to stay downtown after work.

* Leverage the existing events and Farmers Markets to begin
diversifying the Downtown event offerings.



4. Invite all to participate in making
Downtown the heart of the city.

Downtown should not be just a shopping district or a
place to go to work. It should be many things for many
people across the City - young and old, residents and
visitors. It is the heart of the City and it should be the
place where all are welcome.

The City cannot be solely responsible for the design,
management, and programming of its public spaces.
For the Downtown to be more welcoming and more
inclusive the City’s network of stakeholders (businesses,
institutions, neighborhoods, and non-profits) must
participate equally in putting their mark on Downtown.
With more hands on deck committed to making
Downtown Fond Du Lac a fun and lively place, change
will happen more quickly and more effectively.

Recommendations
* Consider an adopt a park or adopt a street program

* Make it easy to initiate placemaking efforts by create an easy
to use on-line one stop shop for local placemaking.



